
“The international community needs 
to go beyond ‘managing crises’ and 
instead pursue comprehensive and just 
solutions, guided by international law 
and norms”, stated H.H. the Emir at the 
73rd session of UN General Assembly. 
H.H. referred to several issues affec-
ting the Middle East, such as the ille-
gal blockade imposed to Qatar, which 
violates the international law and the 
values and norms of the people; the 
deteriorating situation in the Palesti-
nian territories, particularly in the Gaza 
Strip; the persisting conflicts in Syria 
and Yemen; and the current Libyan cri-
sis, noting that foreign intervention in 
Libyan affairs further complicates the 

issue and prevents reaching a national 
consensus in the country. Highlighting 
the threats posed by terrorism, H.H. 
affirmed his country’s “firm position” re-
jecting all forms of terrorism regardless 
of the reasons and pretexts. 
Also, H.H. mentioned the humanita-
rian support provided by Qatar to those 
in need of assistance, and added that 
educating youth can boost collective 
security as well as support peace and 
stability efforts. He concluded by pro-
posing an international conference to 
examine ways to protect the private 
sphere of citizens from the risk of hack-
ing, a matter that should be regulated 
by international law. 

Following a successful World Cup 2018 
in Russia, the focus has now shifted 
to Qatar which will become the first 
country in the Middle East to host foot-
ball’s biggest tournament in 2022.
At a Kremlin ceremony on 15 July, H.E. 
President Putin handed an official World 
Cup soccer ball to Gianni Infantino, the 
president of world soccer’s governing 
body, FIFA. He then passed it on to H.H. 
the Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani.
H.H. said Qatar would apply all its 
efforts to make the next event a suc-
cess. “We hope to overcome all the                                     

difficulties”, he pointed out. “Although it 
will be hard to repeat that success [on 
the field] as we’re a small country, but 
we are very keen on sport”, he added.  
Qatar’s determination to make sure 
World Cup 2022 is a success comes 
in the middle of a land, sea and air 
blockade imposed on it by some of its 
Gulf neighbours. However, organisers 
confirmed that all eight stadiums are 
on schedule. 
The tournament will be hosted from 21 
November with the final taking place on 
18 December, Qatar’s National Day.
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World Cup 2022: 
Eyes on Qatar Now!

H.H. the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al-Thani giving his speech at the 73rd 
session of UNGA on 25 September. 
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H.H. the Emir, H.E. President Putin 
and Mr. Gianni Infantino. 
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The State of Qatar, on behalf of the 
Group of Friends of the Responsibility 
to Protect (R2P), called upon member 
states of the United Nations to deve-
lop an strategy to prevent atrocities 
and protect the civilian population 
throughout the world. 
According to the statement, the in-
clusion of the item “Responsibility for 
protection” in the work of the General 
Assembly reflects the will of the UN 
membership to prevent genocide, 

The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs firmly denied allegations that 
the State of Qatar prevented its ci-
tizens from going to the Hajj, in res-
ponse to media campaigns that made 
those claims.
It regretted the use of the Hajj for poli-
tical purposes and said the phenome-
non never stopped since Saudi Arabia, 
UAE and Bahrain prevented Qatari ci-
tizens from entering their land on June  

On Behalf of Group of Friends of R2P, Qatar Calls 
for Strategy to Protect Civilian from Atrocities

Qatar Dismissed Claims that it Prevented Citizens 
from Doing the Hajj Pilgrimage

war crimes, crimes against huma-
nity and ethnic cleansing. 
Likewise, it was  stressed the impor-
tance of dialogue among member 
states so that a consensus can be 
reached. It concluded by expressing 
that it is hoped that the debate will 
contribute to identify implementable 
strategies that can effectively pre-
vent those atrocities, as well as 
protect the world’s population from 
its impact.

2017. In fact, the Ministry noted that the 
border crossing remains closed to Qa-
tari citizens and residents seeking the 
Hajj, who cannot travel by plane.  
The Ministry renewed its call on authori-
ties in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to se-
parate religious matters from political 
decisions, in honor of the sanctity of reli-
gious duties and their religious position, 
which made them responsible for the 
House of Allah.

The Hajj is an annual Islamic pilgrimage to 
Mecca (the holiest city for Muslims) and is  con-
sidered a mandatory religious duty for them.

woman presiding over it for the fourth time in the histo-
ry of the organization. The new process for the selection 
was carried out in full respect of the established princi-
ple of geographical rotation and General Assembly reso-
lution 33/138 of 19 December 1978.

The State of Qatar has been elected, by acclamation, as 
Vice-President of the General Assembly for its 73rd ses-
sion, which began in mid-September. 
This election is a recognition by the Member States of the 
outstanding role played by the Gulf country in the United 
Nations at the regional and international levels.
Ecuadorean Foreign Minister, H.E. Ms. María Fernanda Es-
pinosa Garcés, became the new President of this session 
after having won 128 of the votes, compared to the 62 
votes the Honduras representative won out of the total 193.  
The General Assembly, which is one of the highest po-
licy-making bodies at the United Nations, has again a 

State of Qatar Elected as Vice-President 
of 73rd Session of United Nations  
General Assembly

The Secretary-General with H.E. Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Mohammed bin Jassim Al-Thani.



Only a few weeks ago, H.E. Ambassador 
Rashid Al-Mulla was interviewed by the 
website OnCuba. A wide range of topics 
were covered, such as the interest in 
strenghtening the relationship between 
the two nations, as well as the agree-
ments for mutual benefit signed since 
the visit of H.H. the Emir, in 2015.  
H.E. reffered to the presence of Cuban 
doctors in Qatar, which he considers to 
be the strongest point of the bilateral re-
lations. Speaking on the Gulf crisis, the 

Ambassador said that despite the cha-
llenges faced during the past months, 
Qatar has successfully overcome the 
siege. Furthermore, he pointed out 
the nation has grown and prospered 
through a continual process of adapta-
tion and compromise. The Ambassador 
concluded the interview by providing 
details on the project for the new em-
bassy in Havana, which will be an envi-
ronmentally friendly Arab-style house, 
built from scratch in Miramar. 

The Embassy of the State of Qatar and 
the Abril Publishing House have re-
cently produced the book The Magician  
Fallen from Heaven, dedicated to the fa-
mous Cuban orthopedist, Dr. Rodrigo 
Alvarez Cambras.  
It was written by Hedelberto Lopez 
Blanch, who successfully relates the 
stories of worldwide known athletes 
whose careers were, at some point 

of their lives, saved by the medical 
team led by Dr. Alvarez Cambras. He is  
considered to be the mastermind behind 
the accurate diagnoses and rehabilita-
tion that many of these athletes, as well 
as dancers and former presidents had 
to go through in the past. Because of this, 
many of them call him “The wizard”, the 
magician who came from Heaven. 
We invite you to read this book in 
which the “Professor” and the lucky 
ones he helped unveil their se-
crets, and delight us with their ex-
traordinary anecdotes, heroism and 
triumphs.

The highest UN court, the Internatio-
nal Court of Justice (ICJ), approved 
provisional measures in favour of 
Qatar, which obligates the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to allow students to 
complete their studies or facilitate their 
transfer to other universities, reunite 
mixed families and give Qataris the 
right to resort to Emirati courts, espe-
cially with regard to owners. 
Qatar filed the suit in June 2018 
and denounced that the UAE has 
expelled thousands of Qataris, blocked 

transport and closed down the offi-
ces of the Doha-based Al-Jazeera news 
channel.  Regarding the ruling, Qatar’s 
Foreign Ministry stated:
This is only the first step on a long road 
to defend our rights, but at the same 
time this sends an early strong signal 
that there will be no tolerance shown to 
countries that take arbitrary measures 
against Qataris. 
The ICJ ruling is deemed a new poli-
tical and legal victory for the State 
of Qatar.

“Qatar-Cuba Relations Are Stronger than Ever”
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International Court of Justice (ICJ) Rules in Favour of 
Qatari Citizens’ Rights

Dr. Alvarez Cambras: 
“The Magician Fallen 
from Heaven”

Embassy of the State of Qatar in Havana.

QATAR & CUBA

The ICJ is the UN venue for legal disputes be-
tween states. Its verdicts are binding.
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The Embassy of the State of Qatar became one of the 
sponsors of the Gibara International Film Festival, which 
took place in this northern coastal town from July 1 
to  7, 2018. 
Formerly known as the Gibara Low-Budget Film Festi-
val, the event was renamed to be more inclusive and to 
not discriminate between independent and commercial, 
main-stream and avant-garde, first and third world film 
categories. Importance is still given, however, to the 
special low-budget category of films, with a prestigious 
prize awarded in the name of one of the most revered 
local filmmaker, Humberto Solas. The Festival focuses 
on recognizing and celebrating the creativity, artistry, and 

technical excellence of filmmakers, actors, and technicians 
around the world. 
Apart from film and documentary screenings, the festival 
involves live music, theatre performances, art exhibitions, 
and debates on film-making and post-production. 
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Qatar Summer Festival 2018: 
An Invitation to Colour Your Summer

Follow us on Twitter: @HavanaQataremb

Lights, Gibara, Action!

The Embassy of the State of Qatar is pleased to welcome 
Mr. Ghanim Essa Alghanim as the Third Secretary of this 
institution in Havana.
Mr. Ghanim holds a BA Degree in Human Resources by 
the University of Denver, Colorado, USA. He joined us in 
July, after spending two years working for the HR De-
partment at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Qatar. 
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FROM THE EMBASSY 

Mr. Ghanim Alghanim is serving as the Third Secretary of the Embassy. 

Benicio del Toro together with the Cuban actors, Eslinda Núñez and 
Jorge Perugorria, who is the President of the Festival.

Qatar Summer Festival (QSF) is the country’s longest fes-
tival and this year took place from June 14 to August 31.  
Themed “Colour Your Summer”, the fifth edition of QSF was 
an array of family-friendly activities, entertainment shows 
and shopping offers across the nation, which invited re-
sidents and visitors to kick off the season’s festivities with 
special Eid al-Fitr celebrations. Further, throughout the 
festival, 12 participating malls offered the chance to enter 
one of QSF’s three raffle draws, which made possible peo-
ple to win QAR 2 million worth in prizes (roughly USD 550). 

Also, nearly 50 participating four/five-stars hotels prof-
fered attractive promotions on room rates, spa treatments, 
and weekend brunch menus. 
Likewise, a number of cultural and arts events were held, 
including Qatar Fan Zone’s music performances that fea-
tured six stars from across the Arab world.


