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H.H. the Amir Participated at the Munich Security Conference (MSC) 2019

QATAR INTERNATIONAL

H.H. the Amir Patronises 
Education Excellence Day 
Award Ceremony

QATAR IN CUBA
Embassy of the State of Qatar-Havana

H.H. the Amir with one of the winners. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al-Thani attended the Mu-
nich Security Conference (MSC) 2019, 
which brings together opinion makers 
and thought leaders from around the 
world to debate on critical security is-
sues of our time.
H.H. delivered a speech in the opening 
session in which he highlighted the EU 
as an example of an adequate regional 
governance, where disputes are chan-
nelled through dialogue and peaceful 
arbitration.  Also, he referred to the lack 
of accountability for good governance 
in the world, as many governments and 
international powers act with impunity, 
without regard for human rights. The 

Emir claimed that the path for the emer-
gence of extremism has been paved by 
the incapacity of the Arab States to pro-
vide basic needs to its people. Likewise, 
he spoke on the Gulf crisis, which has 
been manufactured by Qatar’s neigh-
boring countries. Such regrettable si-
tuation, the Emir said, has undermined 
regional security and the economic 
outlook for the GCC as a strategic bloc. 
However, H.H. stated, Qatar has not 
stopped trading with the world, and 
have preserved its sovereignty. Further-
more, the siege has shown how small 
states can use diplomacy and stra-
tegic economic planning to overcome 
aggressions from ambitious nations. 

H.H. the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad Al-Thani patronised the 12th 
edition of the Education Excellence 
Day Award ceremony held at the 
Doha Sheraton Hotel on 3 March. 
The event was attended by a number 
of Sheikhs, ministers, heads of di-
plomatic missions accredited to the 
State, senior education officials and 
parents of the outstanding students 
and researchers. 
During the meeting, H.H. conversed 
with the winners of this edition on 
their educational achievements and 

projects. The winners, on their side, 
expressed great thanks and grati-
tude to H.H. for the honor and encou-
ragement. 
The award is conferred on distin-
guished Qatari students from primary 
school to University graduates, in-
cluding PhD holders. It aims at en-
couraging students to gain more 
knowledge, integrating individual and 
institutional efforts to improve edu-
cation outputs, and ensuring that 
quality education copes with global 
standards and levels.

H.H. the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al-Thani.
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During the 40th Session of the Human 
Rights Council held in Geneva, H.E. 
Sheikh Mohammed Al-Thani stated that 
last year, the State of Qatar witnessed 
significant developments in the legisla-
tive field for the promotion and protec-
tion of human rights, namely the State’s 
accession to the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 
as well as the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, and the pro- 
mulgation of the Law on the Regulation 

The State of Qatar has announced the 
support of the United Nations Humani-
tarian Response Plan for Yemen in 2019 
with US $ 27 million. Qatari charities will 
coordinate with United Nations institu-
tions and agencies, and other humani-
tarian organizations to finance various 
aid programs and projects in Yemen.
This came during the participation of 
Qatar in the “High-Level Commitments 
to the Humanitarian Crisis in Yemen” 

Qatar Witnesses Siginficant Developments in 
Human Rights Promotion and Protection

Qatar Supports UN Humanitarian Response 
Plan for Yemen in 2019

of Political Asylum. H.E. said that within 
the framework of promoting the rights 
of expatriate    workers, the permanent 
residency law was issued and the law 
regulating the entry and exit of expa-
triates was amended, including the 
cancellation of exit permits. 
H.E. also underlined that Qatar has 
strengthened strategic partnership 
with organizations to achieve interna-
tional peace, protect human rights, and 
achieve sustainable development.

held at the UN headquarters in Geneva 
last February. 
Besides, Qatar welcomed the conclusion 
by the Yemeni parties of the Stockholm 
Agreement and the efforts of the UN in 
this context. Qatar also expressed its 
hope that both parties continue to imple-
ment the next stages of the withdrawal 
and cessation of hostilities agreements, 
which would contribute to facilitating 
access to humanitarian assistance.

H.E. Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. 

blockading countries closed theirs. Therefore, it is important 
to engage with all these countries, and Qatar remains open 
with and without the GCC crisis.  
Finally, H. E.  expressed the hope that the GCC countries, es-
pecially the blockading countries, go back to reason, start to 
engage with their region and resolve this issue.

In an interview with US media network (Bloomberg), H.E. the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, said that no movement 
or further steps have been made since the GCC Summit last De-
cember. H.E. stressed, however, that the State of Qatar remains 
open to dialogue and is still carrying on with its national agenda. 
Likewise, H.E. affirmed that Turkey, Iran and Iraq are impor-
tant parts of the region and Qatar needs to have positive and 
constructive relations with those countries, not because of the 
blockade, but it is a part of Qatar’s strategy to maintain its friend-
ship relations with all countries in the area. H.E. noted that Qatar 
may have differences and disagreement with those countries, 
but Iran is a neighboring nation with whom Qatar shares gas
fields; in fact, the Persian country opened its skies when the

So far, There Is No Sign of Breakthrough 
in the Gulf Crisis

H.E. Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani. 

According to UN,  there is over 9 thousand 
dead and 22 million people in need of assis-
tance due to the war in Yemen. Of these 8.4 
million suffer famine.



Qatar secured the biggest soccer 
prize in its history after it beat the 
tournament favorite Japan, 3-1, in the 
Asian Cup final in Abu Dhabi (U.A.E.). 
By winning the title, behind two spec-
tacular first-half goals and a late 
penalty, Qatar secured victory in a 
tournament in which it overcame 
difficulties linked to longstanding 
political tensions in the region. Ac-
tually, Qatari players were pelted 
with shoes and other objects thrown 
from the Emirati crowd in their semi-
final victory. 

Qatar’s run to the final was unex-
pected. The national team is not con-
sidered among the region’s heavy-
weights, and it has never qualified for 
the World Cup. But it swept its rivals 
in the U.A.E., thanks largely to the 
tournament’s top scorer, Almoez Ali. 
After their impressive victory over Ja-
pan, Felix Sanchez’s team will be ho-
ping to maintain that momentum as 
they gear up for their participation in 
this year’s Copa America tournament 
in Brazil.

H.E. Minister of State Dr. Hamad bin Abdul 
Aziz Al-Kuwari Participated at the Fourth 
Conference for World Balance 
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Qatar Beat Japan and Won the Asian Cup 2019!

H.E. Dr. Hamad Al-Kuwari during his speech 
at the Fourth Conference for World Balance.

QATAR & CUBA

Congratulations poured in as Qatar defeated 
Japan 3-1 and won the Asian Cup 2019. 

H.E. Mr. Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, H.E. Dr. 
Hamad Al-Kuwari, H.E. Hector Igarza, H.E. 
Ambassador Rashid M. Al-Mulla, and Mr. 
Richard Griffiths.

H.E. Minister of State Dr. Hamad bin 
Abdul Aziz Al-Kuwari visited Cuba 
to participate at the Fourth Con-
ference for World Balance, which 
took place in Havana on 28-31 Ja-
nuary. The opening ceremony was 
attended by H.E. President of the 
State Council and the Council of Mi-
nisters Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermudez, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
the Minister of Culture.
H.E. delivered a conference on the 
occasion, in which he highlighted 
the significance of José Martí and 
his literary work at a global level. He 
also referred to the role of cultural 
diplomacy in spreading the concepts 
of peace, solidarity, fraternal un-
derstanding, mutual respect and 
equality among all human beings, 
and Qatar’s efforts to achieving 
peace through culture (for instance, 
through the organization of the World 
Cup 2022, and institutions like Qatar 
Foundation and Education Above All). 
Likewise, H.E. mentioned commona-
lities between the State of Qatar and 
Cuba, such as being small nations 

Saborido Loidi. The meetings were 
attended by H.E. Ambassador Rashid 
Mairza Al-Mulla, and they focused 
on bilateral relations and aspects of 
mutual interest. 
The visit of H.E. Minister of State had 
an extensive local media coverage 
emphasizing the importance of the 
Minister, and the relevance of his con-
ference and work in the world of today.  

“Everyone should work to build a world 
for the benefit of future generations”,  
affirmed H.E. Dr. Hamad Al-Kuwari  

going through an unjust blockade im-
posed by neighboring countries. 
During his visit, the Minister of State 
met with H.E. Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla; 
with H.E. Minister of Public Health, Dr. 
Jose Angel Portal Miranda, as well as 
H.E. Mr. Antonio Eduardo Becali, for-
mer President of the National Institute 
of Sport, Physical Education and Re-
creation (INDER), and H.E. Minister 
of Higher Education, Mr. José Ramón 



QATAR IN CUBA

As usually, Qatar celebrated this year National Sport Day 
2019, a public holiday, which is commemorated every se-
cond Tuesday of February; this time was on 12 February. The 
day is dedicated to sports and fun activities to promote the 
benefits of an active and healthy lifestyle. Different events 
took place across Doha and in many parts of the world.
In Havana, the Embassy organized a friendly football match 
with 2 local primary school teams (Vo Thi Thang vs. Cesareo 
Fernandez), in coordination with the Institute of Sports, Phy-
sical Education and Recreation (INDER). H. E. Mr. Antonio E. 
Becali, former President of INDER attended the match along 
with officials from the Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the Ministry of Education, representatives of the Provincial                                 

Government, teachers, students from secondary and pri-
mary schools, a large number of guests from the diplomatic 
community, and several distinguished Cuban athletes known 
as “Glories of Sport”. 
H.E. the Ambassador opened the game by thanking the Cuban 
authorities for their cooperation with the Mission to ensure the 
success of the event, which had an extensive media coverage.

Cuban Hospital Awarded Again!

Qatar National Sport Day: 
Promoting a Healthy Lifestyle

On 7 March, the Embassy invited a large number of local 
media professionals to foster relations with them. Journa-
lists, anchors and ambassadors joined us on the occasion.  
H.E. the Ambassador gave a speech in which he thanked 
them for being always willing to cover the events organized 
by the Embassy. He finalised by commending their cove-
rage of the Referendum, which took place recently in Cuba. 
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H.E. Ambassador Rashid M. Al-Mulla along with the winners of the 
football match and some “Glories of Sport”. 

The Cuban Hospital in Qatar has been awarded for 
the sixth time with the Golden Category by the Joint 

Commission International Accreditation (JCI).  Such re-
cognition acknowledges the quality service provided 
by the Institution regarding the safety and protection 
of patients. 
Joint Commission accreditation and certification is wide-
ly recognized as a symbol of quality that reflects the 
awarded organization’s commitment to meeting certain 
performance standards.
The Cuban Hospital of Dukham has become a center of 
reference in the Gulf region due to the professional per-
formance of its staff and excellent services. In fact, it has 
been awarded twice by Press Ganey since its foundation
in 2012. 

Annual Meeting with Local Media


